
June report Wild Flower Group – July 

Our first June walk started at Bowlees Visitor Centre, the weather forecast was so bad that the walk 
was nearly cancelled, however fortune smiled on us and we had a pleasant walk staying dry.  15 
Members took part in the walk, new Members are progressing well and increasing their knowledge 
with every walk. 

 

From the visitor centre we walked through two meadows passing the art installation by Steve 
Messam which is an archway in the middle of an Upland Hay Meadow covered in sheeps wool, it 
was a temporary installation to mark the Jubilee and has already been removed. 

After crossing over Wynch Bridge we continued straight ahead through the meadow enjoying the 
sights of all the wild flowers.  There was a patch of common spotted orchids in flower.  We saw the 
tiny but very cute alpine bistort.  All together we saw 60 plants in flower on the walk.  We had 
planned to walk on further but the clouds were gathering so we returned to the visitor centre to 
enjoy a rest and review our finds. 

Susan kindly led us on our next walk at Hayberries nature reserve.  We were pleased to welcome 2 
new Members and 2 Members on their first wild flower walk this year.  The weather was glorious 
with blue skies and full sun.   18 Members took part in the walk around the nature reserve. 

As soon as we entered the nature reserve we were in the middle of flowers so numerous that we 
could not avoid standing on them, as there are no clear pathways through the area next to the car 
park. 



 

 

We had hoped to see bee orchids but it was a few days too early, we did see one bee orchid but it 
was only partly open, (only 3 days later Jenny L found one in full bloom), we saw 3 other orchid 
types too.  All together we saw 51 plants in flower on the walk.   

After the walk most of us went up to the café at Eggleston Hall Gardens where we could reflect on 
what we had seen. 

In June we had a third event looking at the meadow and area surrounding the Demesnes, this was 
an additional walk arranged as part of the U3A weekend workshop series of events to encourage 
members to try different activities.  We were pleased to welcome some new Members with a total 
of 15 taking part.  The weather looked ominous but the showers held off until we had finished the 
walk. 

Initially it looked as though there would be few flowers as the grasses of the meadow had grown 
high with the recent sunny spell.  We saw lots of yellow rattle and eyebright in the meadow, both of 
these plants are parasitic on the grass roots so help to tame the vigour of the grasses and allowing 
the flowers a chance to grow.  The meadow will be cut and the hay baled in July, the grass needs to 
be removed as otherwise the soil would be too fertile for the wild flowers. In October the grass will 
be grazed by sheep which help sustain the meadow. 

In all we saw a total of 60 plants in flower and had a pleasant afternoon stroll around the Demesnes. 

Kate Keen 

 


